Current concepts in fetal cardiovascular disease.
This article discusses the unique properties of the fetal cardiovascular system and patterns of blood flow in congenital heart disease. It also explores the complex interactive dependency between the developing heart and pulmonary vasculature, with particular attention to hypoplastic left heart syndrome. The article goes on to highlight some recent advances in the understanding of fetal cardiovascular medicine, specifically the possibilities and prognosis for fetal cardiac interventions. An understanding of the enigmatic process of twin-twin transfusion syndrome may help in elucidating one of the mechanisms for development of cardiac structural abnormalities in the fetus.